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Gist’s Shot Tower at Eutaw and Conway 
by David Safier 

Gist’s Shot Tower, pictured in 
this ad from the 1845 Baltimore guide, 
towered over the neighborhood from 
1833 to 1851. It was on Eutaw 
between Conway and Barre Streets, 
which would have put it in the right 
field stands of Orioles Park at Camden 
Yards, just inside the west wall of the 
B&O Warehouse. I wasn’t able to find 
the tower’s exact height, but based on 
the height of the two other Baltimore 
shot towers, it was probably between 
150 and 200 feet. That’s about twice 
the height of the B&O Warehouse, 
which I estimate to be about 90 feet 
tall. I superimposed an image of the 
shot tower from the old ad onto a 
photo of the stadium to give some 
sense of its location and size.  
 The first Baltimore shot tower was 
on Gay Street near Fayette, built in 1823. 
The second, the Phoenix Shot works built 
in 1828, still stands at Fayette and Front 
Street. Its 234 foot height made it the 
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tallest structure of any kind in the country when it was built. 
 It wasn’t as important as “the shot heard round the world” in the Revolutionary War, but “the shot 
tower seen round the city” played a small role in the pro-slavery/anti-slavery political battles in Baltimore 
before the Civil War. Because of their height, shot towers could be seen from a considerable distance. 
During the 1844 presidential election, Democrats, who tended to be pro-slavery, hung political banners 
on the side of the Phoenix Shot Tower supporting their candidate, James Polk. This infuriated members of 
the Whig Party which leaned anti-slavery. A group of them bought Gist’s Shot Tower so they could draw 
business away from the Phoenix Tower, and renamed it the Merchants Shot Tower. One of the buyers was 
Asa Needham who lived in the neighborhood (See The Needham House for more information) and was 
active in the Whig Party. Polk ended up winning the presidential election. 
 The shot tower was dismantled in 1851 to make room for the Camden Yards railroad station. Its 
bricks were used to build five warehouses on West Baltimore Street. 

 How a Shot Tower Works 

 A shot tower’s purpose was to create lead shot. Lead was melted at the top of the tower, then 
poured through a sieve. The molten lead came through the holes as teardrops, but as they fell, the drops 
became spherical. They landed in a pool of water at the bottom of the tower, cooling instantly. 
 Below is part of an article from an 1847 issue of The Baltimore Sun describing the how a shot 
tower works along with a diagram from a Five Minute History youtube video by Baltimore Heritage 
about the Shot Tower at Fayette and Front Street. 
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