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President’s Letter...

Dear Neighbors, .. .let's have an even organizing a June Social at
greater turn-out this year. the Otterbein Swim Club. Join
Thanks to co-chairs James us June 21 at 5 pm to meet
Baldwin and Judy O’Brien new neighbors and catch up

for once again organizing. with old friends. (See page 2

Spring has sprung! The
birds are chirping, weeds
are growing, and the

squirrels are busy digging
up all the flower bulbs |
recently planted.

On Saturday, April 18th
please come out and join
us for our annual

(See page 3 for details).

Lee Street resident Kevin
Cornes has organized
"Otterbein and the O's" for
the second year in a

row. This has given many

for details).

For residents that have not paid
their annual parks fees, please
do so, as these fees are part of
all of our deeds and dues col-
lection wastes a great deal of

neighborhood residents the opportu- time for the "volunteer" board
Spring Clean nity to take in a game members.

of our side- in some great seats at

walks and the ballpark. (See As always, feel free to make
streets. Last 244 page 5 for details). me aware of any concerns,
year we had 2. comments, and issues by

over 30 proud D In addition, the OCA  emailing me at bachmannotter-
participants . . . Events Committee is  bein@yahoo.com. Thank you.
®

Residential Permit Parking Area 8

' # % %

Last month, the police responded to an
ad on Craig’s List and arrested a resi-
dent trying to sell two laminated visitor
permits, which were color copies of his
permit. For more information on the
arrest, see Peter Herman'’s Baltimore
Sun Feb. 25" article.

Permits may not be laminated, so resi-
dents are advised to remove any lami-
nation because it could be confused
with forgeries.

On Charles Street near Conway, a new
sign advertising monthly parking on a
Harbor Way East Parking lot has ap-
peared. | have notified the Harbor Way
associations that renting parking spaces
to the public is a violation of zoning and
Residential Parking Permit (RRP) laws

and it must stop renting spaces or its partici-
pation in the RRP program could be revoked.
All off street parking is for residents of the
condos.

Also, some neighbors have observed visitor
permits on the same cars
day after day, sign of use
by residents, not visitors.
Residents who do this
might not have access to
off street parking spaces.

| plan to document all visi-
tor permit use in April to make sure they are
legitimate and to determine if they are being
used by Harbor Way residents. | need volun-
teers to observe three times a week for three
weeks. Please email me to volunteer:
rrgisriel@msn.com .
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Parks Report

The parks have survived 1.'
the winter in great shape S .
and are finally welcoming
some Spring weather.

The spraying for scale o

on the maples last year
has work and the trees
are scale-free.

There is a bench that is going
to be installed in Hill Street Park
courtesy of Lanny Buckner and

will be dedicated to his late
wife Patty Wolfe Buckner.
We all miss her.

We still need home-
owners to adopt some of
the flower beds. Please let
me know ASAP if you
would like to adopt.

work in not letting your pets tear
up the turf.

Also if the parks budget allows we
will install an irrigation system in
Sculpture park this year so those of
you that have been kind enough to
water can take some time off.

Thank you to all of the dog own-
ers that have respected the parks
and please keep up the good

Recycling

Otterbein is located in Zone 4 and pickup

is scheduled for the 2nd and 4th Friday of ———
each month. This quarter's dates:

April 24th

May 8th & 22nd

June 12th & 26th

Talking Trash

Please note that there is no trash collection and re-
cycling on Friday, April 10. All city offices and facili-
ties are closed in observance of Good Friday. The
only recycling day this month is Friday, April 24. If you
feel inundated with papers, bottles, cans and plastic,
there is a transfer station on Reedbird Street, just 5-6
minutes away. Follow South Hanover Street south
across the Hanover Street Bridge. Turn right at the
third light onto Reedbird (at the splashdown pool).
Station is open until 5pm Monday-Friday and 9am-
2pm on Saturday.

The Mayor’s Office and City Council are committed to
recycling. The 2010 budget recommends going to a
one trash and one recycle pick-up a week, rather than
the two weekly trash and biweekly recycling system
we have had for several years. Your input is invited
at: info@cleanergreenerbaltimore.org.

Councilman Bill Cole and Councilwoman Agnes
Welch are making a presentation on Tuesday, April
21, from 6:30-8:30 pm in the Curran Room, 4" floor,
City Hall, 100 N. Holiday St. about the proposal. A
question and answer session will follow with the Bu-
reau of Waste Management senior leadership team.

Otterbein Neighborhood
Social/Swim Party

Sunday, June 21st
5—-8pm
Otterbein Swim Club
820 S. Sharp Street

Join neighbors for a casual
evening poolside. Burgers and
hot dogs will be provided, please
bring a snack, covered dish, or
drink to share. RSVP to
Stephanie with a head count @
smerrill7_2000@yahoo.com

Something to Share?

If you have a local event or organization with news to
share in the Mullion, we can help you share it with

your friends and neighbors. Please contact James
Baldwin at JamesBaldwin@verizon.net or call
443.255.2502.
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Otterbeln
Spring Clean!

Saturday, April 18th

9am

We’'ll meet at 142 W. York Street
(corner of Sharp and York Street) to
organize and gather supplies

Dear Otterbein neighbor.  We need your help to “spiff up”our neighborhood. Please join your neighbors (and resi-
dents throughout the City) and help us “Spring Clean” our streets and sidewalks. Let's show our pride in Otterbein by
picking up trash, raking leaves, pulling weeds, and cleaning out the sidewalk gutters. Bring your families and espe-
cially your kids. Let's teach them how to take care of our neighborhood! Give as little or as much time as you can
spare. Details:

Bring gloves, a broom, rake or shovel if you have one. Additional gloves, rakes and bags provided by the City.

Coffee, donuts and bagels (donated by YWGC Realty, Inc.) provided at headquarters (142. W. York Street)

If you can't begin at 9am, come whenever you can. You do not need to stay the entire time . . . do what you can!

Please email Judy O’Brien by April 13th to RSVP or if you have any

gquestions: judy@jhu.edu
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First Annual House Tour of Kids Spaces

Judy O’'Brien, Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance
Kick Off Mother’s Day With DBFA:

Looking for a creative way to jumpstart Mother's Day weekend this year? Is there a mom in your life you'd like to
treat? Flowers and brunch on Sunday is what she’s expecting, but consider getting a head start with the Down-
town Baltimore Family Alliance’s First Annual Tour of Kids’
Spaces on Saturday, May 9, from 10 am to 3 pm, in historic
Federal Hill. You'll be donating to a good cause, seeing some really

inspired spaces, and she’ll be impressed by your foresight. Who: Downtown Baltimore Family

Alliance

The DBFA House Tour, sponsored by Indigo Ink Digital Printing and
Currey Real Estate Group, is a self-paced, self-guided walking tour
with volunteer guides stationed at each house. It will feature 8 to 10
houses over several city blocks and take approximately an hour to an RV Y BESE il g EWAY VAR g B O 110
hour and a half to complete, rain or shine. to 3 pm

What: DBFA First Annual House
Tour of Kids’ Spaces

The goal of the tour is to feature urban homes that have transformed Where: Historic Federal Hill
small or awkward spaces into amazing places for kids to sleep or

play. These spaces do not necessary require a hefty budget—just Why: Sneak a peak into neighbors’

plenty of imagination and ingenuity! houses to see how they create inno-
vative spaces for their families.

The house tour is DBFA’s foremost annual fundraiser, with 100% of

the proceeds from ticket sales going toward DBFA’s mission of im- How: Purchase tickets ahead of time

proving, supporting, and advocating for family life downtown. If you'd [ECURTReGEI NIl (U g €722

like to see more families staying in the city rather than retreating to per person; $20 for DBFA mem-

the suburbs, the house tour is great way to support an organization bers), or the day of the tour ($30

that is working to make this happen. per ticket) at Spoons Coffee Cafe at

_ ) 24 E Cross St.
The tour is made possible as a result of the generous owners of these

homes, loyal DBFA partners and sponsors, and a slew of dedicated
volunteers. Join them as they share how modern families are raising
children in one of Baltimore’s premiere historic urban neighborhoods!

To purchase tickets, go to the DBFA website at www.dbfam.org/housetour. The cost of the tour is $25 per person,
with a $5 discount for DBFA members. Programs and a limited number of tickets for $30 each will be available the
day of the event at Spoons Coffee Cafe (24 E
Cross St). For further information, or to purchase
advertising in the program guide, contact
housetour@dbfam.org.

About DBFA

The Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance is an inde-
pendent, nonprofit alliance whose mission is to foster
and promote family life in Baltimore City. DBFA part-
ners with local government, business, and nonprofit
organizations to develop family-wise programs and
policies, including initiatives for strong public schools
and early childhood programs, enhanced public safety
and environmental quality, and expanded recreational
and cultural opportunities. DBFA has a broad scope
and includes opportunities to support children, par-
ents, families, neighborhoods, communities, local
economy, and the environment. For more information
or to join, go to www.dbfam.org.

\mot®
w Batbir
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Around Town Events

FHSNA Wine Tasting

The Federal Hill South Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (FHSNA) invites you to attend the 8"
Annual Wine Tasting at the American Vi-
sionary Art Museum’s Sculpture Barn
onThursday, May 21, 2009 from 7-10pm.

Featuring wines provided by The Wine Mar-
ket, live music, Federal Hill artists’ artwork,
complimentary food provided by local Fed-
eral Hill establishments, and free entry into
the Museum. $30 at the door includes a
Reidel wine glass (cash or checks ac-
cepted). Please RSVP to:
fhsnawine@hotmail.com.

Christ Lutheran Church

New Beginnings Gala: Mark your calendar for
Saturday, April 25 at 7pm, at Christ Lutheran
Church. Baltimore Outreach Services, supporting
education, jobs and housing for homeless women
and children, is having its New Beginnings Gala
with dinner, a DJ, live and silent auctions.

Blood Drive: Christ Lutheran Church is also hav-
ing an American Red Cross blood drive on Sun-
day, May 3 from 9:30am — 1:30pm. Donors may
schedule a specific time by calling the Christ
Church office at 410 752-7179.

www.baltimoreoutreach.org

Otterbein and the O’s Second Annual!

The draft has come and gone, but there are still great tickets available. 21 games are left! Tickets are $48 each. Section 22,
Row WW, Seats, 5,6,7,8. (Sunday tickets are one section over)

Available games are as follows:

Sunday, April 12" Tampa Bay Rays 1:35
Tuesday, April 21% Chicago White Sox 7:05
Saturday, April 25" Texas Rangers 7:05
Sunday, April 26" Texas Rangers 1:35

Wednesday, May 6™ MIN Twins 7:05
Tuesday, May 12" Tampa Bay Rays 7:05
Monday, May 25" Toronto Blue Jays 1:35
Friday May 29" Detroit Tigers 7:05

Sunday, June 14™ Atlanta Braves 1:35
Sunday, July 12" Toronto Blue Jays 1:35
Monday, July 27" Kansas City Royals 7:05

Monday, August 10" Oakland A’s 7:05
Sunday, August 16" LA Angels 1:35
Monday, August 17" LA Angels 7:05

Saturday, August 29" Cleveland Indians 7:05

Sunday, August 30" Cleveland Indians 1:35

Friday, September 4" Texas Rangers 7:05
Sunday, September 6" Texas Rangers 1:35
Monday, September 14" Tampa Bay Rays 7:05

Saturday, October 3" Toronto Blue Jays 7:05
Sunday, October 4™ Toronto Blue Jays 1:35

Contact Kevin Cornes to
reserve your games:

kcornes@intervid.com

443-621-6521
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Silent Auction, Music & Family Fun at School 45

On Saturday afternoon, May 2, the
Parent Teacher Organization of Fed-
eral Hill Preparatory School will be
hosting its annual Silent Auction fea-
turing a live Jazz performance by
local favorite, Sandy Asirvatham.

Sandy’s son Miles is a kindergarten
student at FHPS this year. “We are
so excited Sandy offered to provide
musical entertainment during our
primary fundraising event,” offers
Libby Shadis, PTO member. “She is
a highly respected jazz pianist and
singer-songwriter and we invite
neighborhood residents of all ages to
come out and hear her in person.”
Other guitar and vocal acts will follow
Sandy’s performance throughout the
afternoon.

Of course, the musical entertainment
is background to the central purpose
of the Silent Auction, which is to sell
to the highest bidder a variety of do-
nated items, and raise money to fur-
ther the PTQO’s mission of supporting
FHPS’ public education purpose.
Andrea Sommer, Auction chairper-
son, explains that this year’s “theme”
for the Silent Auction is “Make IT

Happen!” “This event theme high-
lights the function of the PTO, and
how the PTO spends its funds.” Pro-
ceeds from the Silent Auction are
used for a variety of purposes such
as cultural and educational pro-
grams, buses for field trips, play-
ground mulch, art supplies, sports
equipment, and student snacks dur-
ing testing weeks. “We stretch
every dollar in order to provide
FHPS as many school-enhancing
extras as possible.”

The Silent Auction will run from 1:00
pm until 4:00 pm on the afternoon of
May 2, culminating with a Live Auc-
tion for some of the most sought
after items at 3:45pm. You never
know what items are going to be
popular, and donations are still arriv-
ing everyday. On the auction block
so far is a private sailing tour, a sit-
ting & print package with Stair step
Kids Photography, a one-of-a kind
piece by Maxwell Studios, wine tast-
ing for 10 and a backstage tour of
WJZ news. “Some of the most
popular items are spa salon pack-
ages and gift certificates from stores
and restaurants in our own back-

yard,” points out Michelle Cole, a
parent who is on her fifth year of
helping organize the Auction.
“Federal Hill is an amazing neighbor-
hood, and the PTO is thrilled to have
SO many supportive business own-
ers.”

The Silent Auction also features the
“Mother’'s Day Room” where kids can
shop by themselves for a small 50-
cent gift for mom or grandma. This
room is a favorite of neighborhood
kids and dads alike! After shopping,
the kids can stick around to listen to
the music, grab a balloon or make
some spin art. The School’s front
lobby will display information about
the school for those parents that may
want to learn a bit more about a local
public school option.

So mark your calendars: May 2nd,
1:00 pm until 4:00 pm, Federal Hill
Preparatory School, 1040 William
Street. FHPS invites all its neighbors
to come support a local public school
and help MAKE IT HAPPEN!

Mayor Dixon Launches “Baltimore City Complete Count
Campaign” for 2010 Census

On April 1, 2009, Mayor Sheila Dixon
announced the launch of the
“Baltimore City Complete Count Cam-
paign.” She was joined by City Coun-
cil President Stephanie Rawlings
Blake, City Council members, federal
and state census officials,
members of the Mayor’s Cen-
sus Sub-Cabinet and graphic
design students from Digital
Harbor High School. The cam-
paign’s goal is to ensure a com-
plete and accurate count of the
city’s population in the coming
census.

“The 2010 Census will confirm what
we all are seeing on the ground in the
City today — many people from across
the country and around the world

have come to live in Baltimore,” said
Mayor Dixon. “It is vital that we in
Baltimore work together on the Cen-
sus to count everyone.”

Every ten years, as required by the
federal Constitution, the country
takes part in a complete
count of all people living
in the United States. The
population totals deter-
mine which states gain or
lose representation in
Congress. More impor-
tantly for Baltimore City,
the Census 2010 data will
establish how much of the available
federal funds will be allocated to mu-
nicipalities over the next 10 years.

The City is embarking on a public
awareness campaign between now
and the next year to promote the
Census among Baltimore’s diverse
citizenry ensuring a complete and
accurate count in 2010.

“Our city has a large segment of
people who are typically under-
counted, such as older citizens, stu-
dents and immigrant populations,”
added Mayor Dixon. “We need eve-
ryone’s help to raise awareness
among all Baltimoreans about the
importance of the census process.”

To learn more about Baltimore City’'s
Complete Count Campaign visit
www.baltimorecity.gov/2010Census.
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Real Estate Corner: Mold May Be the Next Lead-Based
Paint Issue
By Dennis W. Woytowich, MGA

ederal regulations stopped the use of lead-based paint in residential construction in 1978, though the health

dangers related to lead-based paint had been known for decades. Indeed lead-based paint was banned in

places like Germany and Japan in the early part of the 20" century. Today both federal and state laws require

home owners to disclose to prospective buyers or tenants any knowledge they had of lead-based paint at the
premises. The law does not require any remediation at this time, but liability especially for potential health risks to ten-
ants is an ever-present concern for landlords, which can be mitigated by following state regulations. In Baltimore City
there has been a crack down on lead-safe/free certificates for rental properties with large daily fines for landlords not in
compliance.

Now sellers and buyers are becoming aware of a new “latent (hidden) defect” — MOLD with residential contracts now
often requiring a mold inspection. The problem has led to multi-million-dollar settlements and stories of new houses
being bulldozed to correct the problem. Unlike lead-based paint, there are no current regulations regarding mold, and
even more illusively, the presence of mold in a home may be nothing more than a cosmetic issue like mildew in a bath.
Mold comes in many varieties, from the harmless, yet unsightly, common bathroom mildew to highly toxic varieties that
resist eradication and can even cause death. In order to know what kind of mold is involved, air sampling may be re-
quired followed by analysis. While good home inspectors will point out the presence of mold, they probably will not be
able to determine the kind of mold present without such additional evaluation. As with other environmental issues, like
the presence of asbestos or oil spills, an appropriate evaluation of the scope and seriousness of the situation by com-
petent inspectors will go a long way to minimizing both health risks and the liability that may arise from them. In older
houses buyers are increasingly aware of mold as an issue that may require attention prior to a sale. Sellers are well
advised to look for mold and deal with it prior to any inspections.

LISTINGS AND SALES IN OTTERBEIN OVER THE PAST THREE MONTHS:

Status  Address List Price Sold Price BR FB HB Settle Date DOM Subsidy
ACTIVE 11 ANDREW PL  $277,500 2 2 0 330

ACTIVE 104 LEE STW $499,000 3 2 1 279

ACTIVE 137 WELCOME AL $309,000 2 2 1 266

ACTIVE 119 CONWAY ST $275,000 2 2 0 211

ACTIVE 517 SHARP STS $374,000 2 2 0 205

ACTIVE 121 WELCOME AL $333,900 2 1 0 197

ACTIVE 529 SHARP ST $349,900 3 2 0 174

ACTIVE 515 HANOVER ST $489,900 4 2 1 114

ACTIVE 130LEE STW $424,900 2 2 1 111

ACTIVE 113 HUGHES ST $689,900 4 2 1 43

CONTR 808 SHARP ST $419,000 2 2 1 23-Apr-2009 219

CONTR 652 CHARLES ST $265,000 2 2 0 07-Apr-2009 131

CONTR 544 CHARLES ST $259,000 2 2 0 31-Mar-2009 0

SOLD 28 ANDREW PL  $249,000 $230,000 2 2 0 09-Jan-2009 136 $3,000
SOLD 100 HILL STW $600,000 $550,000 4 3 0 13-Mar-2009 46

BR-Bedrooms, FB-Full Baths, HB- Half Baths, DOM-Days on Market, Subsidy-Sellers’ contribution to buyers.
Information from MRIS, 03/24/09

[Dennis M. Woytowich lives in Otterbein and has been with the Federal Hill Office of Coldwell Banker~Residenial Broker-
age since 1996].
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A Word About our Sponsor...

The Otterbein Community Association is looking for individuals or organiza-
tions to sponsor upcoming quarterly issues of The Mullion. With sponsor-
ship, your organization will receive 1/4 of the back page (this space) as well
as a mention on page 1 of the newsletter. Logos, contact information,

coupons or other special offers for Otterbein residents may be included.

Cost: $250 covers printing, delivery, and miscellaneous expenses associ-
ated with producing and delivering The Mullion.

Please contact James Baldwin, editor, to be included:
JamesBaldwin@verizon.net

w Otterbein Community Assoc.
OTTERBEIN ~ 784!
AL | aApa

e okl o e | o ,2,5-8541

Upcoming OCA Meetings...

Open Meetings are regularly scheduled quarterly on
the 3rd Wednesdays of January, April, July, and Octo-
ber at 7:30pm. Join the fun at:

The Old Otterbein Methodist Church
S. Sharp and Conway Streets
Baltimore, MD 21201

(In the Sunday School building at the
back of the church)

Wednesday 4/15/09 7:30pm
Wednesday 7/15/09 7:30pm
Wednesday 10/21/09

Executive Board meetings are on the 2nd
Monday of each month.

Mark Your Calendars!




